Kappa and lambda light chain proteins--clinical and prognostic significance in patients with multiple myeloma.
In 76 patients with multiple myeloma an independent or combined light chain production at a ratio of kappa (kappa) to lambda (lambda) chains of 43:33 was proved. Two groups of patients were formed depending on the type of the light chain production. They were compared by a number of biological, clinical and biochemical parameters, which demonstrate the frequency and pathogenetic participation of the two light chains in the main syndromes of the disease. The therapeutic response and prognostic value were also estimated. Bence Jones (lambda) chains prevail in men, in the III clinical stage of the disease, in patients with tubular proteinuria and in syndromes indicating an advanced stage of evolution of the main process, in non-reversible azotaemia, hypercalcaemia and hypoalbuminemia. The survival rate in thus group of patients is an average of 7 months shorter in comparison with the BJ (kappa) group (the difference is non-significant). The median survival of patients with BJ (kappa) is 30 months and 21 months for BJ (lambda).